Visual Art Department summary

	Art at KGV School has long been a traditional strength of the school community as a creative and innovative place.  Enjoying significant examination results and impressive alumni of successful graduates, designers, architects, artists, photographers, illustrators, fashion design and film makers.

This current position as evolved as the department has expanded to include BTEC Art and Media alongside the IB Diploma and GCSE courses currently on offer.

You will be a skilled teacher, passionate and engaging, committed and innovative.  We are seeking a person who can make a contribution to both Art and Media, an added interest in and experience of teaching the BTEC course would be an advantage but not a requirement.  Whilst it is envisaged the appointed teacher will make a contribution to this course there will be some KS3 classes.

Currently we are seeking a graduate who is innovative, a dedicated teacher and can inspire creativity in our learners. The applicant should have a student centred approach to teaching and learning.  It would be an advantage if you also had some IB and BTEC knowledge. Extra curricula contributions are sought which promote Art and Design education.



	Teaching and Learning

The Art department empowering students to create innovative and skilled Art. In KS3, students learn a range of techniques and processes with a thematic approach to project work. At KS4 students opt to take the GCSE course studying a range of disciplines including printmaking, sculpture, ceramics, painting, drawing and mixed-media. We offer two pathways at KS4 the International Baccalaureate and the International Diploma both courses are highly subscribed and offer students different styles of learning.



	Staff 

Fred Croft  	-	Head of Art
Katherine Hodgson	-	Art teacher (International Diploma co-ordinator)
April Challis	-	Teacher of Art
Paul Thompson	-	Teacher of Art 



	Strengths

Extremely well resourced with one skilled Technician and one full time cleaner.
Hungry and intelligent learners – no behaviour problems!
Working with a committed team, giving rise to opportunities and rewards for innovative teachers.



	Vision

We believe in nurturing students to give them the skills and knowledge to grow into creative and independent thinkers. The fundamentals of Art are at the focus of our teaching giving students the experience needed to be confident in making Art. The teaching is innovative and staff enthused by the local and international Art scene. Students are encouraged to look to other artists, designers and craftspeople from a range of cultures.



	Key Stage 3

The Key stage 3 program of study incorporates a wide range of techniques and processes offering students an experience in each discipline. We work on thematic projects over one term. Students have one lesson per week. Examples of the range of topics are Autobiography, Culture, Environment and Objects. Students are encouraged to use their sketch books to develop ideas. In each topic we look at a cultural aspect and to other artists and designers. Contextual studies is a theme throughout all Key stages. We have an end of year KS3 exhibition which is always a pleasure to see.



	Key Stage 4

Students elect to study Art at this level. They have 5 lessons over a two week period. In year 10 the work is very much teacher driven showing students how to use the fundamental skills needed to make good Art. In year 11 there is more of a focus on independence and students are encouraged to work on their own themes. The curriculum we follow is UK Edexcel. Results have continued to be outstanding with a vast majority of the students gaining A* grades. 



	Key Stage 5

As of 2007 we will have successfully delivered the International Baccalaureate curriculum which offers Art as an option. In year 12 the work is themed and teacher lead with the expectation by the end of the year students will begin to develop their own independent studio work. We value the use of the work journal encouraging students to work directly from observation and record both primary and secondary imagery. IB results are outstanding with many students gaining level 7. Students will attend 5-7 lessons /fortnight pending on whether studying at standard/higher level respectively.

Commencing from 2010 we are proud of our BTEC pathway. Students opt for the BTEC Extended Level 3 Diploma in Art but with 50% of the units involving Creative Media. They also take a fashion unit which is delivered by a D&T specialist. Students have 16 hours a week in the BTEC and for one day a week for the other components of the International Diploma. In year 13 students can specialise in their chosen field. 



	Why join us at KGV?

The Art department is continuing to grow and we are excited about the new courses we now offer. We are fortunate to have Art teachers with a wealth of experience and a genuine interest in the contemporary Art scene. We have excellent facilities with a newly designed BTEC room, where students have the latest Apple Mac computers and state of the Art Media equipment. KGV has a fine sense of traditional but also encompasses new pedagogy. The staff and students are from a wide range of cultural backgrounds creating a rich tapestry for learning. Living abroad offers new challenges and adventure for those seeking something different – KGV and HK have much to offer all ages.
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	Contact for additional information
Fred Croft fred.croft@kgv.edu.hk 



