MFL Department Summary

	European Languages.
KGV is unique within the ESF in still being able to offer and run courses in 3 European languages namely French, German and Spanish. We are fortunate in having highly motivated and talented students and many of them continue to IGCSE and IB (at both HL and SL).



	Teaching and Learning.
The department follows a communicative methodology. Lessons are largely taught through the medium of the foreign language and students are encouraged to participate and use the target language to the full. All students have access to a laptop and we endeavour to exploit Learning Technologies for language learning in appropriate ways.  We aim to make all of our students successful communicators with a solid grammatical understanding. We endeavour to make the teaching and learning experience enjoyable, challenging and relevant to the pupils’ needs.  Our students are expected to support, collaborate and co-operate with one another and acquire tolerance towards and an appreciation and understanding of other cultures.




	Staff

The current Learning Director for Languages and Culture teaches German and has previously taught French. In addition we have 5 full-time teachers who offer various combinations of the 3 European languages taught. There are also 4 part-time teachers of European languages.


	Strengths
The European languages teachers are a good balance of native speakers and English native speakers with a UK educational background. Teamwork within the department is very strong with good relationships and excellent professional collaboration.


	Middle School.
Upon entering the school in Year 7, all students are required to study Mandarin and one European language. We currently run 5 classes of Spanish, 3 classes of French and 2 classes of German with a maximum class size of 27 students. Classes are mixed ability. In Year 9 a small number of students double up their Chinese classes or opt to drop a language to study Global Perspectives. The vast majority will continue both languages for 3 years up to their option choices for IGCSE.



	Key Stage 4

Students must study at least one language to IGCSE level and a growing number of students opt to study 2 languages. Students in all languages are taught in sets as much as possible. We now follow CIE IGCSE courses in French, German and Spanish. Our first cohort of IGCSE candidates in 2011 achieved excellent results with a mean points score of 6.58 in French, 6.83 in German and 6.20 in Spanish (7.00=A).


	Senior School.
Since the introduction of the IB diploma in the Senior School the number of students studying European languages has increased dramatically and results have improved year on year. We currently have classes at both Higher and Standard Level in all 3 European languages. Although there is a wide range of ability within any cohort, our students rarely score less than 4 points and averages for Language B at Standard Level in 2011 were 4.70 in French, 4.64 in German and 5.45 in Spanish. You should expect to teach some students who will achieve the maximum 7 points at IB.



	Why join us at KGV?

Our students are outstanding and an absolute pleasure to work with every day. They are intelligent, highly motivated, respectful, organised and disciplined and they all go on to outstanding universities world-wide. Our adoption of the IGCSE in languages will provide a solid foundation for increasing success in the future and next year will see a number of new languages teachers join what will be a motivated and dynamic language teaching team.


	Contact for additional information:
Learning Director, Languages and Culture:
simon.sheridan@kgv.edu.hk




