English Department Summary

Background 
A large majority of our students do not have English as their mother tongue.  However, nearly all of our year 7 students arrive from our three main partner primary schools with native or near native fluency.  About thirty students from an intake of two hundred and seventy receive additional EAL or literacy support for the first two years of their secondary education.  Many others have minor issues in grammatical expression and accuracy that can persist throughout their time at school. In general, most of our students are accurate spellers, but reluctant speakers.  We have many outstanding students and a few have chosen to study English at leading universities such as Princeton and Oxford in recent years. 
The school began teaching for the IB diploma in 2007 and this is now well established.  The IBO introduced two new English syllabuses from August 2011.  We did not offer the second option in the first year and all students in the current Year 12 are following the Literature course.  However, the next cohort was given the choice of both courses.  From August we will be teaching both the Literature course and the Language and Literature course at Higher and Standard Levels. The demands of introducing the IB diploma and then developing a new course have dominated the department for the past five or six years. However, it has also made it necessary for us to reflect on the curriculum for Years 7 to 11 in this light. We are one of two pilot schools for a new CIE World Literature syllabus which our Year 11 students will complete in 2012. There is a whole school focus this year on the Middle School (Years 7 to 10) and the English department is very much involved in exploring cross curricular links in the curriculum and developing new assessment practices. We are working towards a more thorough and consistent approach to the study of grammar through functional linguistics. This aims to develop students’ capacity to comment critically on their own writing and to support their study of Literature.  We are looking for enthusiastic, committed teachers who can help us in developing resources and strategies that are appropriate to students with an international outlook, in a department that is finding alternatives to the English National Curriculum.
Teaching and Learning
Our teaching from years 7 to 11 is now modelled much less on the English National Curriculum. We aim to make the teaching and learning experience enjoyable, challenging and relevant to the pupils’ needs. We work closely with the Individual Needs and EAL departments to support students with some degree of special needs. There are two Literacy Target Groups in Year 7 and 8 which are co-taught by an English teacher and an SEN/EAL specialist.  This also allows us to reduce the size of the other classes to about 25. Otherwise Year 7 and 8 are taught in mixed ability groups.  There is some provision for gifted students, but this is still in a developmental stage.  Years 9 to 11 are primarily mixed ability classes.  We are able some years to have a smaller supported group for GCSE in Years 10 and 11.  We have also tried a top set for Years 10 and 11 in the past three years and will review this strategy shortly.  Many of our units and resources are now on Lionel (the school’s VLE) and the department generally is well accustomed to the use of ICT.  All students have laptops and teachers use laptops and projectors rather than IWBs. We aim to encourage students to become independent learners.  There is consistent emphasis on private reading and students spend some time at the beginning of most lessons with their own books.  There is increasing use of explicit assessment for learning strategies within the department, with the use of target setting and self assessment becoming embedded in schemes of work. 
Staff
There are currently seventeen teachers in the department.  We also have the support of a Reading Centre Assistant and a Departmental Assistant.  We run a programme for reading, speaking and listening for Year 7 and 8 in the Reading Centre.  Classes go there one period a fortnight. In addition to the Head of Department we  have two TLR2 post holders. One has responsibility for Literature and will deal administratively with Senior School classes.  The other has responsibility for Language and is the coordinator for Years 8 to 10.  There are two TLR3 post holders, one for Year 7 and primary liaison; the other for whole school literacy.    
Strengths
The staff are very hard-working, supportive and good humoured. We are well resourced. The department is collaborative and we enjoy working together. There is much more consistency across the department than in the past. Common units and core assessment tasks occur much more frequently, while we still try to offer scope for individual variation. The provision of staff laptops and projectors in every class room has encouraged the development of learning technologies in classes.  This has been embraced very enthusiastically by many colleagues in the department.
Vision
We aim to encourage independence of learning and of spirit. This involves being able to respond to texts with understanding, insight and enjoyment.  We want students to be confident and open-minded.  They need to be as skilled as possible in all aspects of communication which requires a good knowledge of language. The introduction of the IB programme in September 2007 has brought us new opportunities and challenges, while the review of the Middle School Curriculum should offer us the opportunity to enhance our teaching and learning provision. We look forward to developing our resources and schemes of work to establish more cross-curricular links and international perspectives. Through literature, our aim is to foster a genuine love of reading and to ensure that all pupils achieve a high standard of literacy, which will serve them well in their school studies and in later life. The study of literature is essential in developing a student’s critical ability, knowledge of self and empathy for the experiences of others. In a multicultural, multilingual environment, we aim to encourage students to understand more clearly their own culture and that of others. We are working towards a curriculum that includes literature written in different varieties of world English and in translation, and includes a balance of different literary genres which span many centuries.

Middle School
There are Literacy Target Groups in Years 7 and 8 and we have a top set group in Years 9, 10 and 11; otherwise students are in mixed ability classes.  We have a good selection of texts for teachers to choose from.  There are common assessments which all students undertake. This includes speaking and listening. The assessment tasks mostly follow a departmental plan for the year, though there is some individual flexibility.  One lesson a fortnight is in the Reading Centre for Years 7 to 10.  We are exploring approaches to the teaching of grammar.  At the moment we have developed units for Year 9 and 10 which move from more traditional grammar to a consideration of functional linguistics.  This takes at least twelve lessons across the year and is based mainly on examples of literary texts – particularly poetry.  This is intended to create a platform for students to then develop work on unseen commentaries in the senior school. 
The students sit the Cambridge IGCSE First Language English examination at the end of Year 10. Some choose to re-sit in the following year.  Generally over 90% achieve A* to C and about 40% gain A*/A.  We no longer use the coursework options, although we have one supported group where students may sit the foundation tier and/or complete coursework rather than the second examination paper.  Having completed the IGCSE English in Year 10, students then focus on Literature in the last term of Year 10 and Year 11. Students are encouraged to maintain a reading log throughout Years 7 to 10.  This is an online record and activity bank known as ELIS which students complete on their laptops.  There is a Read Around the World Scheme to promote a range and variety of reading in Year 10 and to encourage an international dimension in student choices 

Senior School

Students now sit the CIE World Literature examination in Year 11. The first cohort to complete this will be in 2012.   We aim to continue some wider reading programme through Year 11 which is intended to prepare the students for the demands of the IB course. We are teaching IB diploma courses to about four hundred students in Years 12 and 13. We have developed comprehensive and thorough schemes of work that cover all the requirements of the Literature syllabus. From September 2012 we will also be teaching the Language and Literature course.  We expect to have four classes for Language and Literature and ten for Literature, but expect that this will even out in the following years. The Higher Level and Standard Level teachers follow the same schemes of work at the same time.  Although this was a transitional arrangement to support the introduction of a completely new and challenging syllabus, we have generally kept to this approach while accepting some variation in the case of individual teacher’s choices.  
Why join us at KGV?
The students are well motivated and a pleasure to teach. The department is going from strength to strength and we are looking forward to developing a more international and cross-curricular outlook. The move towards student laptops has offered opportunities and challenges to the department. We are continuing inevitably to develop our use of ICT and the advantages that this will provide in the class room.
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