 Department summary
	Background 
The Chinese department at KGV has nine members who teach 1st Language, 2nd Language and Foreign Language Chinese. The department is led by the Head of Chinese who is currently responsible for 1st language Chinese and who works with the Head of 2nd Language Chinese and Head of Foreign Language Chinese. We are currently in transition to the new pathways and are looking for teachers who are positive, enthusiastic and will contribute to the team.



	Teaching and Learning

All students study Chinese in Year 7 and 8 with the majority continuing to do either 1st, 2nd or Foreign Language IGCSE in Year 11. Students then select an appropriate course if they continue to do IB Diploma, either Chinese A or Chinese B. Students are allocated to the most appropriate pathway in Year 7 and are encouraged to take a course in Year 12 which will challenge them to improve their level of Chinese. 



	Staff 
In addition to the nine teachers, we are also lucky to work with 2 Chinese Language assistants. They work with small groups and in class to develop language skills and help with the preparation for the oral examinations.




	Strengths
The department has excellent examination results due to good teaching and hardworking students. The structure of the department has recently been streamlined to reduce examinations and focus on teaching and learning. We have been working closely with ESF and parents to move this forward and we are now at an exciting stage in the development.



	Middle school
Students are placed in pathways (1st, 2nd and Foreign Language) and are taught in blocks to give flexibility to how the curriculum is taught. Class sizes are generally a maximum of 24 students. No external examinations are taken in Years 7-10, but the school does provide a certificate to those who do not continue with Chinese to state the level achieved. As a one-to one school, students use laptops in lessons in addition to a variety of resources and textbooks. Students have time with the assistants to work on speaking skills.



	Senior school
Students in Year 11 take IGCSE examinations in the pathway they are following. The expectation is that 1st language students will continue to Chinese A SL, 2nd Language students will take Chinese A SL or B HL, and the Foreign Language students will take Chinese B HL or SL. We aim for students to challenge themselves and improve their level of Chinese.



	Why join us at KGV?
This is an exciting time for the Chinese department as we implement the new leadership structure and the new pathways. We are looking for team players who want to work with us to take Chinese teaching and learning forward and to provide fun and challenging lessons for our students. The students are a pleasure to teach which makes it a very rewarding job.



	Contact for additional information
Simon Sheridan, Learning Director Languages simon.sheridan@kgv.edu.hk
Judy Cooper, Vice Principal judy.cooper@kgv.edu.hk 


