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14 November 2009

Dear Sarah,

HHYC 24 Hour Charity Dinghy Race 2009

This year’s race was without a doubt, the best yet in terms of sailing and racing due to the fabulous wind conditions and the fact that there were sustained winds through the night. The evidence of this is clear to see by the results where the winning boat “Hebe Dragons” completed 104 laps of the course during the 24 hours.  The second boat, our “KGV Racing Team”, was very close behind completing 103 laps. In previous years the “norm” has been somewhere around 60 – 65 laps so this year the distance sailed increased by approximately 70% or looking at it another way, we had 70% more wind!

We had three boats again, 1 Laser Stratos, 1 Lazer 2000 and a Bahia – a new class in the event and a surprisingly fast boat. The non-racing teams this year were split into Juniors – the “Mariners” in the Laser 2000, and Seniors – the “Cruisers” in the Bahia. They completed 61 laps and 75 laps respectively and had a lot of fun in the process.
In all we had 69 participants, a few less than last year although this worked out well as it gave our keen sailors more time in the boats. We hope to have raised over $60,000 during the weekend which is a good contribution towards HHYC’s target of over $1million for the event. There are four beneficiary charities this year; Children’s Cancer foundation; Enlighten Action for Epilepsy; Senior Citizens Home Safety and Ideal which supports Mental Health.
Credit again goes to Peter Austin who was the primary organiser at school, and to Mui Thomas who helped out during the weekend. Further thanks to “Doyle Sail Makers” for sponsoring the racing team again and of course to the PTSA for sponsoring the race entry fees for the 3 boats.
Best Regards

Andy Narramore

