The Debate on the Dropping of the Atomic Bomb – A Warning to Russia
It is your task to argue against the viewpoint, i.e. you are in favour of the idea that the main purpose of the bomb was to end the war with Japan, not threaten the USSR.
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The Debate on the Dropping of the Atomic Bomb – A Warning to Russia

It is your task to argue in favour of the viewpoint below, suggesting that the Japanese were on the verge of defeat.   The bomb was dropped as a warning to the USSR that America now had superior weapons that they could use if Russia attempted to spread Communism.


[image: image2.jpg]





Picture of President Truman

“The bomb simply had to be trialled because so much money had been spent on it.  It was an expensive test to emphasise the supremacy of the USA”





Some historians argue that the main aim of the bomb was not to end the war with Japan, but to “warn” communist Russia about its new weapon.
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