The Plains Indians
You are about to embark upon your last major history project of this academic year.  This independent learning project on the “Plains Indians” is aiming to stretch all of you in some way:  some of the tasks are designed to be harder than others, so do the one that challenges YOU.  Don’t forget to provide support and help to other members of your group.
You will have 4 lessons to gather, organise and present your project to the rest of the class.  The presentations will take place in the 4th lesson, and you will assess each other’s work.
Have fun with your research and good luck!

Choose three activities for your group, by completing a line across, down or diagonally
	Knowledge/Comprehension
Produce a story board showing a day in the life of either:  a young brave or a squaw.  (Textbook* p34 – 42).
	Application

Construct a model or computer image of a tipi with labels.
	Synthesis

Write a letter or diary explaining what impact white people have had on your way of life.  Don’t forget to mention the good and bad things.  (Textbook p44 - 55).

	Synthesis
Imagine you are a homesteader:  write a letter to members of your family in England, trying to persuade them to join you in your new life in America.  Remember, you will emphasise the good things.  (Textbook p44 - 55).
	Analysis
Write a speech persuading the rest of the class as to the benefits of Indian dances. 
 Produce images showing other ways the Indians had of making contact with the spirits. (Textbook p21 – 26).
	Knowledge/Comprehension
Design your own feathers with labels to explain the “counting coup “system. Explain the significance of “scalping”.  Draw some weapons used by Indians in warfare.  (Textbook p29 - 33).

	Application

Create an “Indian” calendar illustrating months of the Year.  In a separate paragraph make a few suggestions for new names based on nature. (Textbook p21 – 23). 
	Evaluation
“The Indians were cruel, bloodthirsty and uncivilised.  They left old people and babies to die.  They made men dance with rawhide strips through their chests.  They scalped their enemies”.  Produce a “mind map” or table giving evidence to support this argument and then evidence against. (Textbook p20-42).

	Synthesis

Design a newspaper front page explaining the events of the Battle of Little Big Horn from 2 points of view:  the Indian and the US Soldier. (Textbook p68-72)



*Please note:  the textbook used is “The Plains Indians” by Rosemary Rees and Sue Styles, (Longman).
