THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE NIGHT OF THE LONG KNIVES, June 29th-30th 1934

A ‘Second revolution’?

Hitler, Himmler, Goering, Goebbels etc. believed the Nazi revolution was complete but Hitler feared that Roehm and the 2.5m SA men wanted the ‘socialism’ of National Socialism’ emphasized more.  Roehm was fed-up with the influence old conservatives elites had over the Third Reich – upper-class generals etc.  “He’s [Hitler’s]  betraying all of us.  He only goes around with reactionaries…he brings in these Generals….Are we a revolution or aren’t we?”
Many people had not yet benefited from the Nazi takeover of power – unemployed, poor – i.e. the lower classes – often those with some left-wing ideas.  These ‘masses’ of people could, with Roehm’s leadership, rise up against Hitler and initiate a ‘Revolution from below’ – a Second Revolution - this is what Hitler feared!

Roehm 

· had fought in World War

· was homosexual – Nazis had tolerated this for years

· was Minister Without Portfolio from 1933

Roehm did want the SA to replace the army and he seemed to want to be the undisputed military leader of Germany – a ‘generalisimo’ - with Hitler as the political leader.

There were those who opposed a ‘second revolution’ – people who could lose out e.g. businessmen, Hindenburg and his army officer friends.  The SS and the army were rivals to the SA.  Hitler wanted the army’s support so that when Hindenburg finally died he could take over the president’s power, without the opposition of the army.  

Tension between the Reichswehr and SA grew in 1934.  Himmler (SS leader) spread rumours that Roehm was planning to use the SA to attack the army. Hitler met Roehm on June 4tjh and tried to persuade him to forget about the idea of a ‘second revolution’.  A second revolution did not occur – Hitler ordered the Night of the Long Knives…….. 

Now view the four power-points on the HisDept website and complete ‘The Significance of the Night of the Long Knives’ worksheet.

THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE NIGHT OF THE LONG KNIVES, June 29th-30th 1934

Essential reading

Hite and Hinton  
p. 173 – 179

Evans and Jenkins
p. 146 – 149

Suggested reading

Ian Kershaw

Use the information provided in the above texts to help you complete the following tasks:

A.   Causes of the Night of the Long Knives
Complete notes under the following headings:

Removing a left wing threat to the Regime

Gaining the support of the army

Reducing the conservative opposition to him by removing the SA ‘thugs’

For Hitler to increase his own personal power

Any other reasons?

 B.  Consequences of the Night of the Long Knives  
What did the following gain from the events of the 29th June:

The Army:

The SA:

The SS:

Hitler:

CONSOLIDATION OF POWER

Using all the information from the last few lessons, consider your answer to question 3 on page 181.

C.  How did Hitler get away with murder? 

Complete the following chart using the documentary evidence from page 178 of H&H.

	SOURCE
	DETAIL
	RELIABILTY

	10.12  

Law passed by the Reichstag, July 1934
	“The measures taken…. to strike down the treasonous attacks”
	Laws passed reflected only the will of Hitler and his high command.

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


