Essay Writing – How to improve your essays
Before you start

1. Re-read the feedback you received on your previous essay(s) – then act to correct your faults and maintain your strengths.

2. Plan – how do you know what to write in your introduction unless you’ve planned what you are about to introduce!!!? So plan each paragraph first!

As you write
3. Use a dictionary and a thesaurus (if you don’t know what one is, look it up in your dictionary!). Buy both – you’ll need them throughout your studying lifetime and beyond.
4. Introductions – this should introduce the rest of your essay – NOT give background information but introduce your answer to the question. A good introduction will also suggest the themes of your main paragraphs. So your introduction will be like a 50+ word outline of your answer to the question – by the time I’ve read your intro I should know what your line of argument is and what the main issues are that you will later discuss in detail……
5. …then the main paragraphs of your essay gives the detail on the issues that your introduction has introduced. Include factual evidence to back up your line of argument. Each paragraph should have a theme – as planned earlier - e.g. ‘economic issues’  - that is relevant to the question. Avoid one-sentence paragraphs – they are pants!
6. Opening sentences are vital – they answer the question directly and set up the theme for the paragraph. For example, if the question was “How did Hitler rise to power in Germany?” a paragraph on ‘economic issues’ might begin “The severe economic crisis that Germany faced in the early 1930’s greatly aided Hitler’s rise to power”. The rest of the paragraph would give the factual detail and analysis of events…..
7. Analyse and evaluate – make judgments – don’t just narrate/tell the story – assume we know the story but we don’t know your analysis of events. E.g. “The rapidly increasing numbers of unemployed – numbering nearly six million by the end of 1932 – meant a growing number of discontented Germans who were desperate enough to look for a radical solution to their problems.”
8. A concluding sentence for each paragraph also helps to ensure that you are answering the question directly. E.g. “Therefore, the Weimar Governments inability to deal with Germany’s economic difficulties aided the Nazis rise to power because it enabled the NSDAP to gain popularity by promising solutions to the problems.”
9. Conclusion – must be several sentences, recapping your argument and highlighting the most important factors. Don’t worry if it sounds similar to your intro – that’s probably a good thing!
10. When you’ve finished your essay, re-read it and correct your mistakes!

PLAGIARISM

Do not copy any work from a website or any other author – student or  professional historian (unless you are quoting and footnoting an historian). The consequences of plagiarism – AKA cheating – are serious.

Quotations 
· always explain their relevance

· keep them brief

· make sure the whole sentence makes sense – you should be able to remove the quotation marks and the sentence would still make sense

· state whether they support your argument or not – do you agree with the author of the quotation?

· try to find out a bit about the author – this will help you to know what their view is likely to be and to know whether you want to argue with them or against them

Bibliography

1. Author's surname, initials. (for two authors, both names are included, separated by &)     

2. Date, 

3. Title of book, 

4. Publisher, 

5. Place of publication.

EG:

Snedden, R. 1995, Genetics, Wayland, East Sussex   
See How to do a perfect bibliography (Harvard system)
Footnote

· ‘Footnoting enables one to save words and to substantiate one’s assertions’

· You might write: ‘Bullock argues that  “Goering and Goebbels were looking………to smash the Communist Party”’ 

· To footnote, see footnote

Additional tips for source-based essays

Plan - which parts of which sources you will use in each paragraph
do not write about one source in each paragraph – each paragraph should have a theme not be based on one source only

Evaluate sources
· NEVER state that a source is biased – all sources are biased one way or another so you would just be stating the obvious!

· look for where sources agree or disagree with each other – point out similarities or differences where it helps you to present the main arguments

· have your own point of view – you may agree with some historians but disagree with others – just use your contextual knowledge to confidently present your line of argument as the most relevant one!
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� Go to “Insert”, then “Reference” then “Footnote”
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