 Dear Parents and Students 

 

CHALLENGE WEEK 2009 October 12th – October 16th 2009 

 

I am writing to give you details for Challenge Week 2009 which will take place the week before half term, October 12th – 16th 2009. This allows students to return from the week and recover over half term as well as give the option for some trips to extend into the holiday.  As always our date is allocated to us by the ESF after a bidding session by all the schools.   

We would like to keep you informed about the administration surrounding this year’s event and give you the opportunity to talk through some of the options with your child before this date.  We have worked hard to act on much of the advice given to us by parents, students and staff in the Challenge Week Evaluations. This year we have included more local service activities as well as cheaper overseas options in Asia whilst at the same time providing opportunities for students to travel overseas to more unusual places and be involved in activities which wouldn’t usually be considered “family holidays”. We would encourage parents and students to visit the web site to ensure they are ready to make an informed choice about Challenge Week trips and activities. We would remind students that it might not always be possible for them to take part in an overseas trip and that any decisions about their Challenge Week activity should be made with their parents and not their friends. We are deliberately launching Challenge Week before Chinese New Year in order to give students the opportunity to contribute to the costs of activities and to give families time to spread costs. 

 

· The Challenge Week 2009 web site will be available from the 16th January on the school web site from 7pm onwards. 

· Students MUST complete the personal data form on LIONel before making a choice. This will be available from Tuesday 13th January onwards. 

· Students can only make one choice and cannot change their choice once it is made 

· Challenge Week 2009 will be launched in assembly on the 21st January. 

· Choices will be open on Lionel in a staggered format: 

· Current Year 12 – 6pm 21st January 2009 

· Current Year 11 – 6pm 22nd January 2009 

· Current Year 10 – 6pm 2nd February 2009 

· Current Year 9 – 6pm 3rd February 2009 

· Current Year 8 – 6pm 5th February 2009 

· Current Year 7 – 6pm 6th February 2009 

· Overseas choices should be confirmed by parents with the “confirmation” form which can be downloaded from the web site and brought into school with a $2000 deposit. These documents should be placed in an envelope with the name of the trip and the name and form of the student on the outside and should be placed in the drop box in the school main office within two school days of the choice being made. 

· Please note that Year 12 and 13 students SAT exams which take place the first week in October and the first week in November Please also note that Divali 2009 will fall on Saturday 17th October and we will aim to get as many overseas trips as possible back in Hong Kong before that date, However this will not always be possible so please be aware of this possible clash for students who wish to take advantage of overseas trips. 

· Next year’s year 7s will have a year group camp which will be run by Asia Pacific 

· Year 8s (current Year 7s) will be able to opt for a Challenge Week choices this year although their age will preclude them from certain activities on offer. 

· We would also strongly urge parents and students to think carefully about their choices and we would prefer students not to repeat an activity already completed in previous Challenge Weeks. We have no way of filtering this through LIONel and therefore would ask parents to monitor the choices carefully. 

· Senior students should think about whether the activity they are opting for fulfils their CAS requirements and should aim to take part in activities which reflect the IB learner profile. 

· .Parent access to Lionel is also now possible and details will be with you soon. 

 

The choices section will close on the 13th February. Any students who have not inputted a choice by then will have a choice made for them. Any student who has failed to bring in the confirmation sheet and $2000 deposit for an overseas trip by the 15th February will have their choice removed and be allocated to a local trip, they will not be able to choose an activity. Please note that all deposits are non refundable and once monies have been paid we can only return money if a replacement can be found for that trip or activity. If your child is thinking of leaving KGV at the end of this academic year then please do not pick an overseas option as money cannot be returned. There is an option for leavers on Lionel.  

 

As you can imagine the organization and coordination of Challenge Week is an onerous task and it is vital that procedures are put in place to make it manageable. Please take time to discuss the guidelines and procedures with your child and ask them to go through the Lionel information with you before the choices are opened. 

 

Thanking you for your continued support 

 

Rachael Woollett 

CAS coordinator  

