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Education for All – a Post-16 curriculum

The Senior School is an exciting time for students as it presents many new challenges and many new opportunities. We aim to develop our students so that when they leave KGV they are able to fully embrace the next stage in their lives and become successful and active members of whichever community they find themselves in. The educational experiences that are contained within the Education for All programme offers our Post-16 students a stimulating and purposeful curriculum, leading to qualifications which are internationally recognised and which will enable them to progress onto the next stage of their education or into a career. The Senior School welcomes students of all abilities, providing their command of English is sufficient to enable them to benefit from the range of opportunities offered. 

The courses included in the Education for All programme all contain a range of core elements held within a framework of four different pathways, each pathway leading to the ESF Diploma. All Post-16 students, regardless of which route they take, will therefore have a common experience within the Senior School. Thus, the ESF Diploma provides opportunities for a broad, balanced international education, is tailored to individual student’s needs, offers progression beyond KGV but also requires students to take increasing responsibility for their own learning. In addition, all Post-16 students are entitled to a programme of individual careers and tertiary support to facilitate their applications to universities and colleges all over the world
The core element, designed to ensure the student’s education is kept within a broad context, underpins the work within the academic curriculum. The core curriculum for all four diplomas comprises the following areas:
· Creativity, Action and Service 

· Critical Thinking 

· an extended piece of writing/research

· Physical Education

· Personal, Social and Health Education
· Academic Tutoring
In order to be awarded the ESF Diploma, all students must have fully participated in these activities in addition to their academic achievements. 
The four separate pathways to the ESF Diploma are:
– the International Baccalaureate Diploma pathway; 
– the Advanced Diploma pathway; 
– the Intermediate Diploma pathway, 
– the Foundation Diploma pathway. 
All four diplomas will have external verification and grading and all will allow progression to a broad range of universities, tertiary institutions or other educational establishments around the world. 

An overview of the four diplomas is contained in the separate leaflet Education for All. Students will be counselled throughout Years 10 and 11 by the Middle School Team into selecting the diploma most appropriate for their academic and personal needs.

The purpose of this booklet is to highlight the opportunities that the Senior School offers, and to give further information on the core curriculum. Also contained are details of three of the diplomas that are anticipated to run in August 2009.  These are:

– the IB Diploma  – the Advanced Diploma – the Foundation Diploma
Arnett Edwards                    Eric Jabal                       Carol Saunders                          Jane Angwin
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THE CORE CURRICULUM

The core curriculum is a compulsory component of the Senor School experience and is designed to enhance the student’s education by introducing further breath and balance through a range of activities some teacher led, some individually organised. All students will be involved in the various components depending upon which of the four diploma pathways they are studying.

The core curriculum lies in the centre of the diploma hexagon and the courses making up this aspect of the curriculum are shown below 
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CRITICAL THINKING

All students will participate in a critical thinking course designed to stimulate discussion, promote debate and foster the student’s ability to challenge and question. The philosophy behind this course is for a student to consider the ways in which people acquire knowledge as well as the strengths and weaknesses of each. In the IB diploma, the Theory of Knowledge course ( ToK ) is designed to achieve these ends. Details of the TOK course are shown below. Regardless of which pathway a student follows, all critical thinking courses will contain similar elements.
THEORY OF KNOWLEDGE (ToK)

Theory of Knowledge is a central element in the educational philosophy of the International Baccalaureate and is obligatory for every diploma candidate.

The ToK course is intended to foster, through discussions, analysis, and written assignments, together with class work, the skills attendant upon reading, reflecting, and thinking.  Three guiding questions frame the 100-hour ToK course:

1) How do we know? (i.e. Ways of Knowing)

2) What do we know? (i.e. Areas of Knowledge)

3) Why do we know? (i.e. Knowers and Knowing)

The ToK programme encourages students:

* to become aware of the interpretive nature of knowledge;

* to understand how our backgrounds can affect our perceptions of knowledge;

* to question critically the origins, limits, and validity of knowledge;

* to relate subjects to one another, knowledge, and personal experience; and

* to consider the ways in which knowledge places responsibilities on the knower.
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EXTENDED WRITING
Many students find writing longer assignments challenging and this is especially true for those students in their first year of Higher Education. This component of the core curriculum is designed to introduce the students to the skills that will be needed in later academic study. The Extended Essay (EE), which is integral to the IB diploma, is described below.
EXTENDED ESSAY (EE)

The Extended Essay is another central element in the educational philosophy of the International Baccalaureate and is obligatory for every diploma candidate.

The EE is defined as an in-depth study (4,000 words) of a limited topic within a subject area.

Emphasis is placed on the process of engaging in personal research, on communicating ideas and information in a logical and coherent manner, and on the overall presentation.
That students take in the Advanced Diploma.  Coursework is often a major feature of the Applied A levels courses. In such cases, the coursework assignments may meet the requirements of the extended writing component of the core curriculum.
CREATIVITY, ACTION and SERVICE (CAS)

All students are expected to participate fully in the CAS programme of co-curricular activities. Through this programme, students learn about themselves, about others and about the wider community by doing and they also learn to reflect on the knowledge they acquire this way. Uniquely, CAS insists that students truly extend themselves into domains where they have never ventured before. The CAS programme is designed to complement the rigours of the academic programme and universities attach great importance to participation as it is in this area that students can truly demonstrate their personal qualities and drive. Students must complete 50 hours in each of the following three areas

Creativity activities are ideally imaginative and inspiring and can cover active participation in a wide range of artistic endeavours

Action activities can involve team sports, individual sports, expeditions, camping trips or participation in activities requiring physical exertion

Service activities are predominantly defined as service to a community and should focus on doing things with others, not just for others, and should focus on developing real ties of commitment to others.

PERSONAL, SOCIAL and HEALTH EDUCATION

This weekly lesson is a very important element of the Senior School curriculum as it is through this programme that students become better prepared for the transition from Middle School into the Senior School and the world beyond. The programme is a two-year course designed to look at different facets of the world beyond the classroom and includes components such as:
· induction into the Senior School

· social relationships

· current affairs

· health matters

· transition issues on leaving school
· careers and guidance
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION

Students are expected to participate in one period of physical activity each week as part of the core curriculum – this is in addition to any activity they may do for CAS. The PE department organises a range of different sporting activities including team games, aerobics, personal fitness and it is expected that all students will participate fully.
ACADEMIC TUTORING

An important feature of the core curriculum is the Academic Tutoring programme. Students spend time

individually with their Form Tutor each term discussing progress made academically since the last meeting. Students are also able to raise any issues of concern whether they are social, personal or educational.  This level of support benefits students immensely and enables them to face challenges and deal with concerns knowing that they have the support, encouragement, and advice of their tutor.
Page 6
Careers Education
Many students enter Year 12 relieved that they have completed their GCSE examinations and look forward to their ESF Diploma courses, which form the building blocks for study at a tertiary education institution.  Many are unaware of the immediate need to start planning their direction for the next five years or more.  Future careers are determined, to a certain extent, by the tertiary education courses studied and as applications to these establishments need to be made at the beginning of Year 13, then research into prospective careers should start as early as possible.
At the beginning of Year 12, the Induction Course contains an element where students are introduced to the facilities available in the Senior Student Resource Centre.  These include prospectuses for higher education institutions from around the world, information from hotel schools, videos, CD ROMS, general careers books and the Internet.  After this initial induction, we rely on the students to use the resources as and when they need them.  Students are also urged to visit education exhibitions and listen to guest speakers who come into school on a regular basis.

During the year, students attend an individual interview when their plans and options for the future are discussed.  As a starting point, students are expected to have begun their own research and have produced a detailed personal statement, highlighting their achievements and goals for the future.  A second interview takes place later in the year to discuss proposed tertiary education plans and career choices and ensure that they are realistic.

Work Experience is a compulsory feature of the Year 12 curriculum.  Students are expected to find their own placement, which is ideally in an area related to their career goal.  The benefits are enormous.  The employers report is used for constructing testimonials and tertiary education references, students experience first-hand their prospective careers, and the decision process is enhanced.  As well as finding the experience very enlightening, many students use this experience as part of their personal statement for higher education applications.  Many institutions will expect potential medical students, lawyers and accountants, to name just a few, to have had real life experiences.  Students are actively encouraged to evaluate their work experience.

At the end of Year 12, students will also participate in tertiary week where they are provided with time to research university and career choices.  Normal lessons are suspended during this time and a series of seminars, lectures and activities are organised to provide students with the information they need to make an informed and realistic choice about life after KGV.

Parents are also part of this process and will be invited into school to listen to the application procedures which are followed when applying to different destinations around the world.

Through the PSE Careers Education programme, students are supported in dealing with the transition from school to tertiary education and eventually to the world of work.  Inviting previous students back to school to relate their experiences to the present students is always a very interesting and informative experience.  We also consider alternative options available, for example taking a gap year. We urge students to make the most of the opportunities available to them.

Carolyn Tattam

Head of Careers & Tertiary Education
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THE ESF DIPLOMA

The ESF Diploma is awarded to all students who successfully complete a programme of study within the Senior School. The ESF diploma will be accredited internationally giving formal recognition to the academic courses that are contained within it.
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IB 

Diploma
(Arnett Edwards)


	The Advanced 

Diploma
(Eric Jabal)


	The Intermediate 

Diploma
(Carol Saunders)


	The Foundation Diploma
(Jane Angwin)




The detailed composition of each of the four diploma pathways leading to the ESF Diploma are shown in the pages which follow. The remainder of this document provides in-depth information on the content of the individual courses, entry requirements and assessment procedures.
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International Baccalaureate Diploma
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ITGS – Information Technology in a Global Society
TOK – Theory of Knowledge

CAS – Creativity, Action and Service

EE – Extended Essay
* EcoSystems and Societies is a focus disciplinary subject, which means if you choose this subject it meets the requirements of both a Group 3 and Group 4 subjects in one choice.  You can then choose to do either two subjects from Group 6 or another subject in Group 2, Group 3 or Group 4.
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ESF Advanced Diploma
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* Advanced Diploma students have the opportunity to complete an extended essay but it is not compulsory.
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ESF Foundation Diploma

Foundation Diploma
The Foundation Diploma is designed to prepare LSC students for their lives beyond school. Underpinning the course is the ASDAN Entry Level Certificate in Life Skills. This is integrated within the curriculum and delivered within discreet lessons. The Certificate is based upon the students achieving challenges and developing an evidence - based portfolio. This will further build upon skills developed during the ASDAN Bronze Award which they will have completed.
Entry Level qualifications are achieved when appropriate in order to accredit skills acquired in subjects such as D&T, Mathematics, English and History.

In order to reinforce the student’s basic skills, literacy and numeracy are taught both as discreet subjects and using a cross-curricular approach. 
Page 11
Subjects on offer through the International Baccalaureate in September 2008
[ HL – Higher Level; SL – Standard Level ]
Group 1- First Language

English A1 HL & SL

A1 Self-taught Languages (SL only)
English A2 (SL only)
Group 2 – Modern Foreign Languages

Chinese A2 (SL)

Chinese B HL & SL

French B HL & SL 
German B HL, SL and ab initio
Spanish B HL, SL and ab initio

Group 3 – Individuals and Society

Business Management HL & SL
Economics HL & SL

Geography HL & SL

History HL & SL
Philosophy HL & SL

Psychology HL & SL
EcoSystems and Societies SL *
Group 4 – Science
Biology HL & SL

Chemistry HL & SL

Design and Technology HL & SL

Physics HL & SL
EcoSystems and Societies SL *
Group 5 - Mathematics

Mathematics HL & SL

Mathematical Studies SL

Group 6 - Arts

Computer Science HL & SL
Film Studies HL & SL
Music HL & SL

Theatre Arts HL & SL

Visual Art HL & SL

* EcoSystems and Societies is a focus disciplinary subject which means if you choose this subject it meets the requirements of both a Group 3 and Group 4 subjects in one choice.  This means you can choose if you wish to 2 subjects from Group 6 or another subject in Group 2, Group 3 or Group 4.
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