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Block A – Students study two Applied A Levels      [image: image5.bmp]
·  Applied Business                        

· Applied Media

· Applied Art and Design         
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Block B – Students study two courses

· AS English

· AS Applied Performing Arts 

· AS Design & Technology (Resistant Materials)

· IB SL Subject

* Advanced Diploma students have the opportunity to complete an extended essay but it is not compulsory
AS Level

English 






SL

Mathematical Studies


Applied Business


AS and A levels




Applied Media


AS and A levels


Applied Art and Design


AS and A levels




Performing Arts (Theatre)

Applied AS level




Applied Design and Technology – Resistant Materials

AS Level





Available Subjects on offer through the International Baccalaureate in September 2009

[ HL – Higher Level; SL – Standard Level ]

Group 1- First Language

English A1 HL & SL

A1 Self-taught Languages (SL only)
Group 2 – Modern Foreign Languages

Chinese A2 (SL)

Chinese B HL & SL

French B SL 

German B SL 

Spanish B HL, SL and ab initio

Group 3 – Individuals and Society

Business Management HL & SL

Economics HL & SL

Geography HL & SL
History HL & SL

Philosophy HL & SL

Psychology HL & SL
EcoSystems and Societies SL *

Group 4 – Science

Biology HL & SL

Chemistry HL & SL

Design and Technology HL & SL

Physics HL & SL
EcoSystems and Societies SL *

Group 5 - Mathematics

Mathematics HL & SL

Mathematical Studies SL

Group 6 - Arts

Computer Science HL 

Film Studies HL & SL

Music HL & SL

Theatre Arts HL 

Visual Art HL & SL

* EcoSystems and Societies is a focus disciplinary subject which means if you choose this subject it meets the requirements of both a Group 3 and Group 4 subjects in one choice.  This means you can choose if you wish to 2 subjects from Group 6 or another subject in Group 2, Group 3 or Group 4.

IB Course


An opportunity to study an IB course


(Optional)


     








Numeracy





IB Maths Studies


(Optional)








CORE


CAS


ToK


Extended Essay* 








Literacy





AS English 


(Optional)
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Assessment


�
�
�
�
External Assessment�
�
�
�
Paper 1                        2hours�
Passages for Comment .  Candidates answer two questions from a choice of three.  Each question involves a commentary on the use of language in the passage(s) followed by a directed writing task.�
50%�
�
Paper 2                        2 hours�
Candidates attempt two written tasks.  Each should be between 600 to 900 words and requires students to write clearly, accurately and appropriately. �
50%�
�
�
�
�
�
Internal Assessment�
There is no coursework or internal assessment for this syllabus�
�
�
�
�
�
�






Course Outline


English AS





This course follows the University of Cambridge International Examinations syllabus.   It aims to develop the student’s ability to offer a critical and informed response to writing in a range of forms, styles and contexts.  Work will focus on the skills of reading, analysis and communication. Students will enhance their ability to write in an effective and appropriate manner, according to the nature of the task and the audience.  





Students will learn to explore and examine features of English language and to comment on the effectiveness of a written text.  In writing a commentary on a text, students will learn to identify distinguishing features of a text and to relate them to the author’s intentions.  They will work to improve their ability to write clearly and effectively for different purposes.  Writing tasks will include: narrative, descriptive, imaginative, discursive and argumentative writing.  Students will aim to write accurately using language to create effects such as creating a mood or character, constructing an argument or presenting a point of view persuasively. 











Entry Requirements


Students will receive recommendations on the appropriate course from their English teacher during the subject selection process.





Course Details





This course caters for students with varied backgrounds and abilities. More specifically, it is designed to build confidence and encourage an appreciation of Mathematics. Students taking this course need to be equipped with fundamental skills and a rudimentary knowledge of basic processes such as Algebra and Trigonometry. The course concentrates on Mathematics that can be applied to contexts related as far as possible to other subjects being studied, to common real-world occurrences and to topics that relate to home, work and leisure situations.  It is designed to give the students the essential mathematical tools that are indispensable in our modern technological society.





Syllabus Content


All topics are compulsory.  Students must study all topics in the syllabus listed as follows: Introduction to the Graphical Display Calculator, Number and Algebra, Sets, Logic and Probability, Functions, Geometry and Trigonometry, Statistics, Introductory Differential Calculus and Financial Mathematics.





Portfolio


This project is an individual piece of work involving the collection, analysis and evaluation of data. This internally assessed component of the course provides the students with an opportunity to carry out a mathematical investigation in the context of another course being studied, a hobby or interest of their choice. This process allows students to ask their own questions and use their mathematical skills to investigate them rigorously.





Calculator


A graphical display calculator (GDC) is required from the start of the programme to the final exam.  We will base our teaching on the TEXAS Instruments model TI-84 Plus.  








Entry Requirements


GREAT CARE WILL BE TAKEN TO ADVISE STUDENTS ON THE COURSE THAT IS MOST APPROPRIATE FOR EACH INDIVIDUAL STUDENT.


Mathematics Studies is designed for all students who have studied Mathematics to IGCSE level and is an ideal choice for candidates who wish to achieve a high overall score for their IB Diploma. You should discuss your course selection with your Mathematics teacher and the advice given to you will be based on all internal and external assessments undertaken during your current Mathematics course. In making your selection, you are advised to take account of the following considerations: 


1. Your ability in Mathematics and the type of Mathematics course in which you can be successful.


2. Your other choices of subjects within the IB.


3. Your future academic plans in terms of subjects you may wish to study at University or college.


4. Your choice of career.














Entry Requirements


GREAT CARE WILL BE TAKEN TO ADVISE STUDENTS ON THE COURSE THAT IS MOST APPROPRIATE FOR EACH INDIVIDUAL STUDENT.


Mathematics Studies is designed for all students who have studied Mathematics to IGCSE level and is an ideal choice for candidates who wish to achieve a high overall score for their IB Diploma. You should discuss your course selection with your Mathematics teacher and the advice given to you will be based on all internal and external assessments undertaken during your current Mathematics course. In making your selection, you are advised to take account of the following considerations: 


1. Your ability in Mathematics and the type of Mathematics course in which you can be successful.


2. Your other choices of subjects within the IB.


3. Your future academic plans in terms of subjects you may wish to study at University or college.


4. Your choice of career.











Course Outline


The Applied Business course is a broad-based qualification that provides student with the opportunity to explore the world of business in a highly practical way. Students develop a range of skills while discovering the problems and opportunities faced by businesses.





Advanced Subsidiary Units (AS) – compulsory units


Unit 1 : Investigating people at work*  In this unit, you will learn about how and why people work in


business, and what influences them at work.


Unit 2 : Investigating Business . In this unit, you will find out how businesses manage and review their finances and other resources.


Unit 3 : Investigating Marketing.  Businesses need to know what it is they are selling, its price, who they are selling to, where it is being sold and why people buy that type of product or service. This unit investigates this.





A2 Compulsory Units 


Unit 8  : Business Development* This unit will look at how a small business can be established in response to the need for change, including the reasons for, processes and the likely outcomes of the decisions taken.





And two from the following units : Managing and Developing People, Marketing Decisions, The Impact of Finance on Business Decisions, International Dimensions of Business, Organising an Event and External Influences on Business





* externally assessed








Assessment


External assessment will be through written examinations for





Unit  1  : Investigating People at Work


Unit  8 :  Business Development ( this will be an   


               assignment set by Edexcel )


Unit 10 :  Marketing Decisions ( one of the optional


               units )





All other units are internally assessed





Units 1, 2 and 3 will be assessed in May/June of Year 12





Career opportunities


The GCE in Applied Business qualifies for UCAS points and it gives you a wide choice of progression options into further study. The GCE is a broad-based qualification that provides you with an opportunity to explore the world of business in a practical way. This lends itself to further study in the ‘business’ area at Higher Education 





What have students said about this course


It has helped me develop an understanding about how businesses work in the real world


I really enjoyed taking part in the practical activities – they made the course so much fun


I found the discussions on problems faced by businesses fascinating in the context of Hong Kong








Entry Requirements


Whilst there are no particular entry requirements, students should have a good range of GCSE grades (achieving the minimum for entry into Year 12). Students who have studied GCSE Business would have an advantage over those who have not, but the course is accessible to all regardless of prior experience. You should have, however, an interest in exploring the world of business in a highly practical way.





Course Outline


The Applied Media course is a broad-based qualification centering around the areas of communication and production. It will give student the opportunity to assemble a portfolio of work whilst, simultaneously, gaining a practical understanding of how the media industry works.





Advanced Subsidiary Units (AS ) – three compulsory units


Unit 1 : Industries, Texts and Audiences The work of this unit focuses on the industry, its products (also called texts), and the audiences that receive and use those products or texts.


Unit 2 : Skills for Media Production  In this unit you will develop the two fundamental skills of research and production needed for the successful creation of media products. Although they are quite different types of activity, both are basic to all media production. 


Unit 3 : Media Production Brief *This unit will allow you to put into practice the skills you have developed


in Unit 2 by creating a media product in response to a brief.





A2 Three Compulsory Units 


Unit 4  : Research and Development for Media Production  Through this unit you will demonstrate your ability to originate ideas and then research the various aspects of producing a media product based on one of those ideas. 


Unit 5 : Media Production Project This unit allows you to demonstrate, through completing a media project,


the understanding and skills you have developed in media production. 


Unit 6  : Professional Practice in the Media Industries*  In this unit you will consider all these things in relation to the work you produced for Units 4 and 5. You will put together a report on that work, looking at it from the point of view of the professional practices relevant to your chosen medium and genre.





* externally assessed





What have students said about this course


You will enjoy this course if you like a course that is active and enjoyable


It appealed to me because I am curious about issues and have good communication skills   





Entry Requirements





Whilst there are no particular entry requirements, students should have a good range of GCSE grades ( achieving the minimum for entry into Year 12 ). The course is accessible to all regardless of prior experience. You should have, however, enjoy practical work and be happy to work in a team 





Course Outline


The Applied Art and Design course is a broad-based qualification that provides student with the opportunity to learn about and apply the working methods used by professionals. It also explores the challenges and issues facing professionals working in the industry today. Students will have the opportunity to work in a range of materials including paint, textiles, resistant materials, clay as well as in different media such as film, video and so on





Advanced Subsidiary Units ( AS ) – three compulsory units


Unit 1 :  2D/3D Visual Language. This unit centres on the fundamental visual skills and understanding that all artists, craftspeople and designers need for their work.


Unit 2 :  Materials, Techniques and Technology This unit enables you to explore, experiment and understand the use of a wide range of specialist 2D and 3D materials, techniques and processes


Unit 6 :  Develop Set Ideas This unit which is delivered through the externally set ‘Summative Project’


gives you the opportunity to work to a vocationally focussed brief and to research and develop ideas to prototype stage, eg 3D models, mock-ups, samples etc.





A2 Two Compulsory Units 


Unit 9 : Contextual Reference. In this unit you will become familiar with a wide range of historical and


contemporary work created by artists, craftspeople and designers


Unit 11: Develop and Produce Your Own Ideas This unit will bring together the skills, knowledge and understanding that you have acquired to produce your own piece of work





In the second year of the course, you will also need to study one of the following three units: 


Fine Art in which you can develop the specialists skills this discipline requires;  Design in which you will apply the process of design in response to a written brief;  or Multimedia in which the interaction between traditional and new technology can be explored to create an outcome.





Assessment


You will be assessed in a way that corresponds with working practices in the industry so you will have no written exams or assessments.  You will be asked to complete an externally set project for Unit 11 which will be internally assessed by your teacher and also reviewed by an external moderator who will visit the school.  All other units will be internally assessed





Career opportunities


The GCE in Applied Art and Design qualifies for UCAS points and it gives you a wide choice of progression options into further study.  The GCE is a natural choice for anyone wishing to move onto Higher Education courses in this field or Foundation Courses in Art and Design





What have students said about this course


You will enjoy this course if you are keen to acquire the skills and language needed to create, develop and present quality work


It was really interesting to seen how different creative areas inter-relate and influence each other


I was able to work on my own or in a team which suited my style of learning.





Entry Requirements


Whilst there are no particular entry requirements, students should have a good range of GCSE grades (achieving the minimum for entry into Year 12 ). The course is accessible to all regardless of prior experience although students who have studied Art or Design at GCSE may have an advantage. You should have, however, an interest in exploring the world of art and design in all its facets.





Course Outline








The Performing Arts (Theatre) Course is designed to give you the opportunity to develop a broad knowledge and understanding of the performing arts sector, with a focus on Theatre and Drama.  It will give you: 


practical classes and learning experiences that will allow you to explore and develop your own performing skills


an understanding of the social, historical and cultural influences on performing arts activities


insight into what it means to work in the performing arts sector and a chance to explore working methods linked to industry practice.





You will enjoy this course if you wish to develop:


your own skills, with an opportunity to specialise in theatre and performance


a broad understanding of all aspects of performing arts


an insight into the nature of the performing arts industry: employment opportunities, constraints and the issues facing professionals working within the sector


knowledge of the working methods used by professionals: as an individual in teams, with clients, commissioners and audiences





UNIT 1: Exploring Skills for Performance





UNIT 2: Planning for an Event





UNIT 3: Performing to a Commission





Assessment





You will be encouraged to demonstrate your skills and talent by being assessed in practical ways with no written exams. You will be assessed solely through portfolio and performance by your teacher. Your work will be moderated by a visiting moderator.





Unit 1 – Internally Assessed – This is continually assessed and will track the development of you Theatre Arts skills.


Unit 2 – Internally Assessed – This will be a written report including an action plan for your event and an outline of your ideas and research


Unit 3 – Extrenally Assessed – This will be a performance for a live audience, to a brief that you will submit to the visiting examiner.





Career opportunities





The GCE AS (Applied) in Performing Arts qualifies for UCAS points so if you complete it successfully you could move on to study for a degree. It will also equip you with knowledge of how the industry works.





Who will enjoy this course?





This course will appeal to anyone with an interest in performance and theatre, as well the performing arts industry as a whole.





Entry Requirements


The course is accessible to all students, regardless of prior GCSE experience. But an appreciation and basic understanding is required that this course is essentially practically based. You do not necessarily have needed to study GCSE Drama, but you need to be prepared to perform.


 








Course Outline


Unit 1 – Product Development I:


In this unit students select their own design problem (product need) then design and make a life size product related to Resistant Materials technology, where electronics and mechanisms may be included. (For example, a laminated chair). All of the skills related to Designing and Making are covered, including: clarifying tasks; researching; formulating product specification; generating and developing ideas; planning for manufacture; manufacture; then, final product analysis and evaluation. Communication skills will be addressed as Folios must be of a high visual standard.


ICT is integral to all work including CAD drawing and CAM machining. 


Unit 2 - Knowledge and Understanding of Product Design:


In this unit students will study a range of topics which influence both product design and manufacture. 


Concerning design, students will examine: the effect design and technology has had on our society; the role of aesthetics in design through studying the design movements, such as Art Deco; the need to design products to interface with humans – the users of our creations; and, the influences of current issues such as ‘eco-design’.


Concerning manufacture, students will learn about: materials and components that relate to the material groups: woods, metals and plastics; working properties of these materials based on the structure of the materials themselves; hand and industrial methods of preparing and shaping the above materials; and, finishing processes to improve the quality of a product; quality control systems to ensure products are realised to a consistent high quality; and industrial safety. 


Unit 3 – Further study of Product Design 


This unit build on unit 2 and includes the study of: modern technologies and ‘smart’ materials; ICT in product manufacturing; control systems; economics of production; advertising and marketing; and, values issues related to designing and manufacturing for global markets. 


Unit 4 – Commercial Product Development II


This unit is similar to unit 1 however, students must identify a real need with a real client before designing and making a product related to Resistant Materials technology. A greater level of sophistication, increased depth and a higher quality more complex product would be expected. (For example, a free standing clock.)


 

















Assessment


Component�
Duration�
AS�
�
1�
Design Folio


& Product�
AS  level�
Course-work�
50%�
�
2�
Examination�
AS +level�
2 Hr


�
50%


�
�






Entry Requirements


Design and Technology is an inter-disciplinary subject which is student focused. Students should have a broad academic background which demonstrates capability in design, science and technology, and problem solving. Obviously a GCSE in D&T offers a distinct advantage. 











Career opportunities


 The AS courses provide essential learning for any career with a focus on creativity, problem solving, team work, technological literacy and ICT skills. Design based professions such as Engineering (structural; civil; automobile; electrical; and naval architecture), Product Design (commercial; theatre…), and Systems Engineering rely heavily on these skills. 





Students’ Comments


“Design and Technology is a challenging subject both academically and practically, it is enjoyable and I find it very beneficial.”


“One of the classes in which I am always interested”


“solving problems with innovation satisfies me…”
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Applied Art and Design


Applied Business


Applied Media


     














Career opportunities





Mathematical Studies is a suitable course for students who require a sound understanding of the use of Mathematics in modern society. Fields of further study may include such courses as Languages, History, Art and Design, Journalism, Media, Theatre Studies, Teaching, Sports Studies, Geography and Business.











Assessment Outline


		


External Assessment�
Duration�
Weighting�
�
Written papers�
�
Paper�
1�
1hr 30mins�
40%�
�
�
2�
1hr 30mins�
40%�
�
Internal Assessment�
�
Project�
20 hours�
20%�
�









